7th Sunday after the Epiphany (a)
February 20, 2011

1 Corinthians 3:10-23; Matthew 5:38-48
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
1 And the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say to all the congregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the LORD your God am holy. 

9 "When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard.  You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God. 

11 "You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 And you shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. 

13 "You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 

15 "You shall do no injustice in court; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 

17 "You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
The Lord is setting things in place.  We are to know who our neighbor is to us, who we are to our neighbor.

This is your neighbor, the Lord is saying, love him.  This is your brother, help him.

Why?  Because if you love your neighbor, then your neighbor will love you in return?  If you help your poor neighbor, then he will be forever indebted to you?

Not quite. 

This is the way the Lord puts it,

Love your neighbor, honor him; care for your poor neighbor, help the stranger.  I am the Lord.


After setting in place how we are to look at our neighbor, then the Lord hangs that one little simple statement out there:  I am the Lord.

The Lord puts his Name at stake.  When the Lord tells us who our neighbor is to us and how we are to treat our neighbor, the Lord puts his Name on the line.

It is truly something to see where it is that the Lord puts his Name at stake.

It’s interesting to think about where someone will put their name on the line. George Foreman puts his name on a grill, and if that thing catches fire and ends up burning someone’s foot with hot grease, George’s name is at stake—he could lose his company.

Donald Trump puts his name on buildings, and if people thought that his buildings looked gaudy and tacky, like they were just flashy ways to show off his name, then Trump’s own name is at stake—people would start thinking of him as someone who just wanted to promote himself.  

Where will the Lord put his Name?  Where is his Name at stake?  

At you and me.  His Name is on our children, our families.  On people who despair because they see the sin they have done to others, and they don’t quite know how to cleanse themselves of it; on people who are hurting because of sins done against them, and they can’t quite figure out how to retain any honor for themselves—the Lord puts his Name on these.

That’s Baptism, where the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is put on the head of the sinner.  That’s the Lord’s Service, where sinners are called and gathered to the Lord’s Name, and are given his Body and Blood.  That’s the church, where there are nothing but sinners, but they are sinners cleansed of sin and bearing the Name of the Lord.

It’s the church.  In Leviticus, it comes across as “the congregation.”  The congregation is all those gathered to the Name.  Leviticus 19:1:

And the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say to all the congregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the LORD your God am holy. 


So the Lord puts his Name there, on those people, in that congregation that Moses has gathered to Lord’s Name, and on the people now, those gathered by the Gospel to the Lord’s Body and Blood.  

The Lord has put his Name there, the people are gathered to it, cleansed of sins, and then, they go out, into the world, to the work-place, to the store and the gas station, to all the places our Lord sends us in our vocations in life, to our family and to our neighbor, and when we go to these places and to these people in our lives, we go with the Name of the Lord on our heads.  In all that we do, in all that we say, the Lord’s Name is at stake; it is on the line.

Leviticus 19:11

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 And you shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. 
Where the Lord’s Name is on the line, we are given to see our sin.  The Lord sets us to treat our neighbor honorably, to speak with him truthfully, to help him in his business, his home, his family.  

If the Lord is the Lord, then we do not steal; we do not deal falsely; we do not lie to our neighbor.  When we do treat our neighbor dishonorably, then our words and our actions are testifying that the Lord is not the Lord.  

Leviticus 19:17:

"You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am the LORD.
His Name is on the line.  When we don’t love our neighbor in our heart, and we do hold sin against him, bearing a grudge and not letting it go, then our hearts and our refusal to forgive is our testimony that the Lord is not the Lord.


It is truly something, to see where it is that the Lord puts his Name at stake.

In giving the commandments, and in saying to his people that they are given to love their neighbor and care for him, to honor the neighbor and forgive him—in saying this the Lord is setting all things in place, setting us as servants to our neighbors, setting our neighbors as those who may look to us and find our Lord’s word of forgiveness and grace.

And when the Lord does this, he has put his Name at stake in this world at the point of ... you and me.  And we may see our sin.

The times we speak harshly, the times we fail to honor, the times we hold onto bitterness, refusing forgiveness, we think our sin is against our neighbor.  It is against the Lord’s Name.  

His Name is at stake:

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”
When the Lord’s Name is at stake, we may see our sin.  In every conversation we have, every time we greet someone at the store, any time we speak to fellow worker about something troubling him, to a neighbor who needs help, to a child who needs encouragement, the Lord’s Name is on us, and it is at stake.  And we may see our failure, sin.


Leviticus 19:1:

And the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Say to all the congregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the LORD your God am holy. 
When we do see our sin, we then hear our Lord’s voice: I the Lord your God am Holy.

That he is holy is not just a description of something about him.  It is also a promise of what he does toward us.  He is holy, and he is the one who makes us holy.  He is holy, and when he sees us in our sin, his desire is for our cleansing.

His Name is a promise.  We call upon his Name, we look to his promise, we depend upon him being holy and the One who makes his people holy, and there we, who are sinners, find ourselves made holy by our God.

He can do no other!  It’s not that we can force him to make us holy—how could any sinner ever have leverage to do that?  But it is that he is good to his promise, and he wants to be called upon to keep his promise.

There is nothing he loves more than being called upon to make the sinner holy!  He loves the sinner, he loves us and our families, he loves our neighbor.  He knows how we have dishonored his Name when we have acted wrongly toward our neighbor, he knows where we have denied his Name by holding grudges against our neighbor, and he loves us.  And he wants us to be relieved of all this, so he makes us holy.

“Say to all the congregation of Israel,” 

the Lord says to Moses.  

“Say to all the congregation of my people”—because it is there, in the midst of the congregation, that the Father’s Name is being proclaimed, and the Lord’s people are being cleansed and made holy.


So the Lord gathers us and our families to his Name.  He has us in the congregation.  We hear his Name spoken over us, and at that Invocation,  we know that we, who are sinners, are where we belong—in the congregation, being made holy.   We hear the Lord’s Gospel, the Word forgiving our sins.  We eat and drink the Lord’s Body and Blood, cleansing us of all sins we have done against our neighbor, and of all sins our neighbor has done against us.

And then we leave.  Maybe have some coffee and donuts first in the fellowship hall, but then we leave.  Back out into the world.  The sinful world.  The world ruled by the Law of retribution.  The world where people live in fear, and often walk about in despair.  But we go out as those who belong to the Name, who are cleansed by the blood; and as those bearing the Name of the Lord, we go out as those to forgive sins, to speak the encouragement of the Gospel to all who hurt, and to honor our neighbor in his property, his reputation, and his vocation.

For the Lord honors us, not only by making us his holy people, but with sending us out with his own Name.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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LEVITICUS 19:1-2, 9-18

